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Introduction to International Relations
Fall 2020
Tom Reilly
Reillyt1@shu.edu
Monday 2:00-4:30 P.M.
Office Location: Remote (Thank you Covid)

Course Materials:
Two textbooks are required for this course. In truth, it does not matter to me where you get the
books from, or if students wish, they can pool their resources and simply share the material. I
recognize that some textbooks may be prohibitively expensive, but the price isn’t *too* bad from
the publisher. I would recommend getting the current edition, but you can probably make do
with an earlier edition of the Mingst and Snyder book. Even if the chapters are formatted
differently, the information (from the relevant authors) is the same.

The two required texts are:
Jeffrey A. Frieden, David A. Lake and Kenneth A. Schultz, World Politics, Interests,
Interactions and Institutions, 4th edition, (New York: Norton, 2019).
Karen A. Mingst and Jack L. Snyder and Heather Elko McKibben eds., Essential Readings in
World Politics, 7th edition (New York: Norton, 2019).
-

You can probably get away with using an earlier edition of this book, but I would
only go back to perhaps the 4th edition. “Outdated” books are usually cheaper.

Additionally this course makes use of additional materials that will be provided to all students
via Blackboard, and so our class portal should be checked regularly for any changes. While I
will remind all students early-on in the course, it is important to check to see that you have
access to our class site as soon as you read this sentence. If you do not, please inform me
immediately.

Finally – this syllabus is a constant work in progress. Mistakes will show up.

Course Description:
This course is designed to introduce students to the formative literature and theoretical
frameworks within the field of International Relations (henceforth “IR”). To synthesize these
components, we will be analyzing contemporary issues and key events in world history through
the lens of IR theory. The course begins with a basic historical overview of the study of IR,
which then transitions into the practical application of our newly acquired theories to explain and
analyze major events in world politics. This course is not merely relegated to the study of war
and peace. The course is called “International Relations,” not “International Confrontations.”
For this reason, we will also be analyzing the role of international organizations, terrorist groups,
the global political economy, issues pertaining to broader global security (particularly nuclear
weapons) and the overarching effects of globalization and interconnectedness.
By the end of this course you will have:
-

-

Obtained a working knowledge of the “big three” theoretical approaches to international
relations and their constituent theories as well as the ability to properly utilize said
theories to analyze and explain major issues/events in world politics.
Be able to identify and articulate the main sources of peace and conflict between nations
in world politics.
Discuss the emerging importance of international organizations, non-state actors, terrorist
groups and multinational corporations in a global perspective.
Become immersed in, and become able to discuss contemporary events throughout the
world from a theoretically-informed standpoint.
Become familiar with and be able to properly investigate the various subfields within the
discipline.

Learning Goals:
Students in this course will be able to accurate employ theory and other social science research
methods in order to properly analyze posed questions or contemporary events. This includes the
ability to properly structure research, assess the appropriate method based on the assumptions of
a given theory and articulate arguments in a coherent manner. I understand this may be the first
time some of you may encounter theory, and for this reason students will be given several
opportunities to sharpen their abilities along this front.

Course Requirements:
Your overall grade for this course will be tabulated based on your performance regarding
participation, attendance in class and all assignments. Your total grade is assessed along these

percentages: attendance and participation (20%) midterm and final exam (40%) and two short
papers (40%).

Participation and Attendance:
At the time of writing this syllabus, SHU is operating based on their “Hyflex” model. What this
essentially means is that (other than the first meeting which will be held entirely online) I will be
coming into class for in-person teaching. Any who wish to attend in person are welcome to do
so, but in the interest of a lower-density class, you are still able to participate online. We will be
using Microsoft Teams for our class, and it will be marked on your calendar on the program.
Should you wish to stay home out of caution, you are still able to see me, your classmates and
the lecture. However, I hate online teaching, and if this is your first time experiencing it, you
will hate it too. While in-person instruction is always more effective, I won’t pressure anybody
to physically attend class. Safety first. You will be expected to login and participate as you
would any in-person course. This is particularly important for those who have never worked
with theory before, as I elaborate on various points in a way the readings do not. Additionally it
offers students the opportunity to ask questions and clarify any points they are unsure of. I
sympathize with any students struggling with inadequate equipment or competing for bandwidth,
so should any of this pose a problem, feel free to reach out to me.

If anybody has a problem setting up Teams, please reach out to IT immediately.

Short Papers:
Students will be expected to complete two short papers throughout the semester, which you will
be informed of well in advance. Such papers will ask students to choose a theoretical viewpoint
and apply it to a given contemporary or historic example to either explain why a certain outcome
previously occurred or to make an informed prediction of future events. In the same vein, I
could similarly ask why a certain condition persisted or did not occur, and you will approach the
question in the same way. Examples include the lack of overt warfare during the Cold War, the
“democratic peace,” the lack of balancing against the United States etc. This is to test the ability
to apply your new knowledge and skills, and to understand the actual utility of a theory. I am not
looking to confuse anybody with obscure events. Additionally, you should be able to explain
why your chosen theory is more convincing or informative over rival theories.

Midterm and Final Exam:
The midterm and final exams of the course each constitute 20% of your final grade. While the
midterm serves as a diagnostic check regarding your current level of progress in the course, the
final exam will be comprehensive and more broadly test your knowledge retention and skills in

critical analysis. Both tests will be composed of multiple-choice and short answer questions.
Additionally you may be tested on your ability to properly define important concepts in IR.
I’m well aware that no university has been unable able to properly create an effective format for
online testing at the current time (and we all heard about the use of the calculator program as
being flagged as cheating in virtually all math classes during the spring semester), so more
information regarding the format and location of the test is forthcoming pending a method
endorsed by the political science department. An in-person test is obviously ideal, but not that
the expense of your health.
For this reason, the tests will most likely be given via Blackboard, with a set time limit. More
information forthcoming as the semester progresses.
Furthermore I recognize these are trying times given family, employment and health
circumstances. It is possible you may miss one of these exams. In accordance with university
policy, makeup exams will be given to those with proper documentation. Please be sure to
inform me as soon as possible should any negative circumstances arise.

Office Hours:
Office hours will be by appointment, online.

Class and University Policies:

Coronavirus Safety: In accordance with the Seton Hall pledge, students must wear a mask in
class, maintain required social distancing, and not come to class if you are ill. No mask, no class.
The pledge can be found here: https://www.shu.edu/health-intervention-communication/setonhall-pledge.cfm
Additionally, I realize these are strange and sometimes frightening times. Throughout this
semester, I’ll be taking most of you at your word. You do not owe me explanations regarding
health, living situation, family arrangements etc. If there are any issues regarding missing class,
late assignments, etc., just reach out to me. If I can’t directly help you, I can point you to the
proper resources so you can get help. I’ll be as lenient as I can with students, and I expect you to
give me a break should the need arise too.

CAPS: As part of our commitment to the health and well-being of all students, Seton Hall
University’s Counseling and Psychological Services (CAPS) offers initial assessments,
counseling, crisis intervention, consultation, and referral services to the SHU community. The
CAPS office is located on the second floor of Mooney Hall, room 27. Appointments can be made
in-person or by calling 973-761-9500 during regular business hours, Monday-Friday, 8:45 a.m. -

4:45 p.m. In case of a psychological emergency, call CAPS (973-761-9500) at any time to speak
to a crisis counselor. For more information, please visit: https://www.shu.edu/counselingpsychologicalservices/index.cfm

Classroom Etiquette: It is important to remain courteous and professional during class. By
being disruptive, confrontational or obtuse, a toxic learning environment is created and everyone
suffers. Those who disrupt the classroom dynamic in a negative way will be asked to leave.
We’re all adults and I’m not so naïve to believe that cellphones will not be used during class. I
just ask that they be glanced at sparingly. Excessive use of a cellphone will be considered a
disruption. Use of a laptop for note-taking or searching for relevant information is fine, but
acceptable-use standards similarly apply here. Should the class become completely remote,
please do not merely log in, minimize the class and play games. It’s fairly easy to tell who is
“present” and who is not.

Academic Integrity: Academic integrity and the commitment to completing original work is a
cornerstone not of just the social sciences, but virtually all classes in a university-setting.
Therefore it is expected that students will not complete assignments in groups to ensure
originality and any inadvertent plagiarism. Your work needs to me your work. For this reason,
proper citations are expected in papers and I will go over what constitutes acceptable use of
sources. Any students found to have plagiarized work will be referred to the appropriate dean
for disciplinary action which includes the likes of probation or even expulsion. I would prefer
not to play disciplinarian, so please remain honest. Additionally any cheating during exams will
be dealt with in the same vein. It wasn’t so long ago that I was an undergraduate – I assure you,
I know all the tricks.
See University and School standards for academic conduct here: https://www.shu.edu/studentlife/upload/Student-Code-of-Conduct.pdf and
http://www.shu.edu/academics/diplomacy/academic-conduct.cfm. Resources for academic
integrity are on the course Blackboard page.

Policy on Incompletes: Incompletes will be given only in exceptional cases for emergencies.
Students wishing to request a grade of Incomplete must provide documentation to support the
request accompanied by a Course Adjustment Form (available from the Diplomacy Main Office)
to the professor before the date of the final examination. If the incomplete request is approved, the
professor reserves the right to specify the new submission date for all missing coursework.
Students who fail to submit the missing course work within this time period will receive a failing
grade for all missing coursework and a final grade based on all coursework assigned. Any
Incomplete not resolved within one calendar year of receiving the Incomplete or by the time of
graduation (whichever comes first) automatically becomes an “FI” (which is equivalent to an F).
It is the responsibility of the student to make sure they have completed all course requirements

within the timeframe allotted. Please be aware that Incompletes on your transcript will impact
financial aid and academic standing.

Disability Services Statement: It is the policy and practice of Seton Hall University to promote
inclusive learning environments. If you have a documented disability you may be eligible for
reasonable accommodations in compliance with University policy, the Americans with Disabilities
Act, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, and/or the New Jersey Law against Discrimination.
Please note, students are not permitted to negotiate accommodations directly with professors. To
request accommodations or assistance, please self-identify with the Office for Disability Support
Services (DSS), Duffy Hall, Room 67 at the beginning of the semester. For more information or
to register for services, contact DSS at (973) 313-6003 or by e-mail at DSS@shu.edu.

Intellectual Pluralism and Freedom of Speech: Seton Hall, like every University in the
United States, falls under the United States Constitution’s first amendment right of freedom of
speech, which prohibits undue restrictions on our protected expressive freedoms. As a learning
community, we understand the value in opposing viewpoints, open dialogue and unfettered
discussion. It is for this reason that IR has some many great theories in the first place. However,
we in the political science department are not so naïve to ignore the current level of tension and
disagreement in our country regarding political ideology, racism, bigotry etc. We live in a varied
society with innumerable viewpoints and opinions which contribute to lively and interesting
classroom discussions. However, all participation should be respectful participation.

Class Schedule
FLS – Friedan, Lake, Schultz.
MS – Mingst and Snyder.
If a reading is not present in either book, it will be posted to Sakai.

August 24th: Introduction.
Course Overview, Syllabus.

August 31st: Broad overview and varied approaches.
FLS - Chapter one and introduction.
MS - Snyder, “One World Rival Theories”

MS – Hobbes, Leviathan
MS – Kant, Perpetual Peace
Also recommended, but not required: Sutton and Staw, “What Theory is Not.”
Also, Walt, “International Relations: One World, Many Theories”

September 7th: Labor day – no class.

September 14th: Realism, the one that started it all.
MS – Morgenthau, “A realist Theory of International Politics”
MS – Mearsheimer, “Anarchy and the Struggle for Power”
Also recommended: Helen Milner, “The Assumption of Anarchy in International Relations: A Critique”

September 21st: Liberalism – Why Kant we be friends?
MS – Doyle, “Liberalism and World Politics
MS – Keohane, “From after Hegemony”
MS – Mearsheimer, “The False Promise of International Relations”
MS – Ikenberry, Liberal Leviathan

September 28th: Constructivism – States as “social creatures.”
Theys – “Introducing Constructivism in International Relations Theory”
MS – Wendt, “Anarchy is What States Make of it”
MS – Tickner, “Man, the State and War”

Recommended – (MS) Lenin, “On Imperialism.”
Short paper 1 Prompt

October 5th: War and Peace – What does that even mean?
MS – Clausewitz, “War as an Instrument of Policy”
MS – “The Diplomacy of Violence”
FLS – Chapter 3

October 12th: Levels of Analysis – Systems, the big one.
FLS – Chapter 2
MS – Morgenthau, “The Balance of Power”
MS – Christensen, “The China Chalenge”
Waltz – Man, the State and War, Chapter 6
Short Paper 1 Due

October 19th: Levels of Analysis - The State.
Waltz – Man, the State and War, Chapter 4
MS – Krasner, “Sharing Sovereignty”
Huntington – “The Clash of Civilizations?”
Midterm Exam – Information to Follow

October 26th: Individuals – You and me!
Waltz – Man, the State and War: Chapter 2
MS – Jervis, “Hypotheses on Misperception”
MS – Yarhi-Milo, “In the Eye of the Beholder”

November 2nd: War and Peace II – Now that we know what we’re looking at…
MS – Jervis, “Cooperation Under the Security Dilemma”
MS – Fearon, “Rationalist Explanations for War”
FLS Chapter 4
Short Paper 2 Prompt

November 9th: Nukes – We’re not all dead yet.
MS – Waltz, “Why Iran Should get the Bomb”
Shultz, Perry, Kissinger and Nunn – “A World Free of Nuclear Weapons”

Sagan, Waltz - “The Great Debate: Nuclear Zero Prophecies”

November 16th: International Political Economy: Is it really all about money?
MS – Gilpin, “The Nature of Political Economy”
MS – Krasner, “State Power and the Structure of International Trade”
MS – Rogowski, “Political Cleavages and Changing Exposure to Trade”
Recommended, but not necessarily required is skinning through FLS chapters 7-10.
Short Paper 2 Due

November 23rd: Unconventional Forces: Terrorism.
MS – Kydd and Walter, “The Strategies of Terrorism”
MS – Fortna, “Do Terrorists Win?”
Shapiro – “The Terrorists Dilemma”

November 30th: Remote Learning Week
Review, loose ends etc.

